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Scripture is vital to our congregational values: Consecration, Convictions,
Community, Change, Commission. God’s Word plays a central role in cultivating
these priorities in us. As an expression of these values and to grow in these values
together, let’s join together in reading through and reflecting on the New Testament
in 2024!

Our reading plan, developed from Discipleship Journal, segments the New
Testament into 300 daily readings. Each day includes a reading in one of the
Gospels and a reading from Acts through Revelation. Each month includes
multiple “free” days for additional reading, review, meditation, and catch up.

Reading God’s Word is important, and reflecting on what we read is crucial (Josh
1:8; Ps 1:2; 119:15). Meditating on what we read not only cultivates our values; it
also fuels our mission to Love Jesus, Follow Jesus, and Share Jesus. This guide also
includes reflection questions (see back) to help us meditate on and apply what we
read as we grow on mission together.

Below is a recommended strategy to help us all use this reading planin 2024.

A Recommended Strategy

Materials needed: a Bible you can write in, this guide, something(s) to write and
mark with (pens, pencils, highlighters, etc.), and a place to take notes (spiral-bound
notebook, journal, computer, etc.).

Step 1: Begin each reading time with a simple prayer for God'’s help. For example,
“Dear God, open my eyes to see and respond to beautiful things in your Word
today. In Jesus’s name, Amen.”

Step 2: Briefly review the questions on the back of this guide for familiarity.

Step 3: Read the passages for that day. As you read, underline, circle, highlight,
etc. things that (1) catch your attention, (2) you have questions about, or (3)
somehow connect to the review questions.

Step 4: Reread and meditate on things you marked in Step 3. As part of your
reflection, write your responses to the reflection questions for today’s passages in
your journal. Leave space to come back and reflect again on questions you have.

Step 5: Spend time thanking God for what He has shown you in His Word today,
and ask him to help you be faithful in applying what you have read and seen.
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Questions for Reflection and Application

Aha! What catches your attention in this passage? What isaword, a
phrase, a repetition, a comparison, a contrast, an action, etc. that
stands out to you?

What? What raises questions for you? What is confusing, unclear, or
difficult to understand? What is something you would ask the author
about if you had the opportunity to ask?

Love Jesus! How does this passage encourage you to love Jesus more?
What in this passage shows you an area in your life where love for Jesus
needs to grow (and perhaps love for other things needs to decrease)?

Follow Jesus! What is one way you can follow Jesus based on what this
passage says or implies about Him? What might following Him in this
way require? Where do you need the Holy Spirit’s help to follow Jesus?

Share Jesus! How does this passage motivate you to share Jesus with
someone today? What from this passage can you share with someone
about Jesus today?

A Few Reminders and Encouragements

Are you behind? Don’t sweat it! There are built-in catch-up days in each
month.

Are you waaaa-ay behind? Begin again at the reading for today!

Do you have extra days left in the month? Go back and review again some
of the things that stood out to you this month, or take some time and dig
into one or more of the questions that you noted down this month.

Read with a friend! Who can sharpen you and who can you sharpen as you
read and reflect this year (Prov 27:17)? You could get together and read
portions and answer the questions together, or you could check in with one
another from time to time about how the reading is going and what the Lord
has been teaching and showing each of you from His Word.

Pray the Word! Let what you read guide your prayer for yourself, your
family, our church family, and others.

Read the passages as a family! Use the questions above as discussion
starters!



